MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
wished neither to destroy nor to exploit the Empire. Far from
despising it, they admired it. They did not confront it with any
superior moral strength. Their heroic period ended with their
settlement. The great poetic memories that remained,1 like the
legends of the Nibelungen, were developed at a much later date,
and in Germany. Consequently, in every case the triumphant
invaders accorded the provincials a juridical status equal to their
own. The truth is that in every respect they had much to learn
from the Empire. How could they resist its influence ?
It was not even as though they were gathered into compact
groups. With the exception of the Vandals, they were dispersed
amidst the Roman population in accordance with the rules of
"hospitality." The distribution of the domains made it necessary
to comply with the agricultural usages of the Romans.
But what of marriage, or their relations with the Roman women ?
It is true that until the reign of Reccared, in the 6th century, there
was no connubium. But this was a juridical, not a social obstacle.
The number of unions between Germans and Roman women
must have been fairly constant, and the child, we know, speaks
the language of his mother.2 Evidently these Germans must have
become Romanized with astonishing rapidity. Some have sup-
posed that the Visigoths preserved their own language, but they
have supposed this because they wished to believe it.8 Nothing
can be cited in confirmation of this belief. As for the Ostrogoths,
we know from Procopius that there were still some who spoke
Gothic in Totila's army, but these must have been a few isolated
individuals from the North.
The Gothic language would have been retained only if the
Goths had brought with them a culture comparable to that of the
Anglo-Saxons. But they had no such culture. Ulfik had no sue-
1	dawson, The Making of Europe, 1932, p. 98.
2	Re the disappearance of the Gothic language among the Visigoths, see
Gamillscheg, Romania Germanica, 1934, vol. I, p. 394, and I, schmidt, op. dt.t
p. 527.	*
* maktroye, Gensdric. La conau&e vmdde en Afrique et la destruction fa
f Empire d'Qccident, Paris, 1907, p. 308.
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